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ABOUT TFP
ARTS EDUCATION 
PROGRAMMES (AEP)
We are proud to present our specially curated lineup of programmes for 2021!

We have specially curated a selection of Assembly Plays from our repertoire, from our 
most beloved plays that have touched the hearts of many, to revamped versions of 
old favourites. We have integrated the 21st Century Competencies and Core Values 
into all our shows, to ensure they can be a meaningful supplement to your curriculum.

We also offer you a range of theatre workshops, helmed by our Core Team Members of 
award-winning artists and professionals. From scriptwriting to puppet construction and 
manipulation, our team of multidisciplinary artists and practitioners can customise an 
enriching and educational experience in multiple aspects of theatre for your students.

We at The Finger Players strongly believe in nurturing a love for the arts in the next 
generation through theatre and puppetry, and we believe it starts small. We want to 
partner with educators to ensure your students have a well-rounded arts education in 
their formative years, so as to keep the arts alive and thriving in the years to come.

Please do not hesitate to contact us at admin@fingerplayers.com for further information 
on programmes and pricing!

The National Arts Council Arts Education Programme (NAC-AEP) provides all students with access to 
quality arts education experiences.

The programmes listed in this booklet are approved under the NAC-Arts Education Programme (NAC-
AEP). Schools may use the Tote Board Arts Grant to subsidise the programme cost. There is a subsidy 
of up to 50% of the programme cost for mainstream schools, and up to 70% of the programme cost for 
Special Education Schools. The Tote Board Arts Grant is not applicable to pre-schools. NAC partners 
selected pre-school centres to receive funding to purchase Pre-School AEP.

About TFP AEP

Company AEP Milestones and Outreach

Assembly Shows

Workshops

15th Anniversary Box Set

Staging Rights & Published Scripts

Core Team Members

About the Company
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ABOUT PUPPETRY IN 
EDUCATION IN THE ARTS
There is infinite possibility in Puppetry. It is a muscle that we never knew we had, but 
a storytelling tool that we’ve always turned to. It is a proxy for those who want some 
distance from difficult stories, a tool for the ones who face difficulty in self-expression, 
and it is the magic dust in imagination.

 

Since embarking on our journey of incorporating puppetry 
in Arts Education, we’ve found that puppetry has been 
exceptionally useful in:

 — Being a proxy for students who are less   
 confident in speaking as themselves.

 — Fostering teamwork through the collective   
 manipulation of a puppet.

 — Expanding imagination through the creation and     
 performance of a puppetry performance.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Primary/Secondary Education School:

• To gain an awareness of the art form, and 
develop an appreciation of the art form, 
through the introduction of contemporary and 
traditional puppetry, and new theatrical 
devices

• To be exposed to Singapore's arts and 
cultural heritage

• To enjoy and explore elements of the art 
form, and to be able to express themselves 
creatively through it

• Be exposed to the usage of puppetry in 
story-telling

Secondary/JC/CI/ITE:

• To develop an appreciation of the arts, and 
to seed engagement in the arts

• To be able to identify and appreciate 
elements of the art form (including 
comtemporary, traditional, multi- or 
cross-disciplinary forms, where relevant)

• To encourage creative and expressive 
pursuits

• Be exposed to the usage of puppetry in 
story-telling

• To gain an understanding of Singapore's arts 
and cultural heritage
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THE FINGER PLAYERS AEP JOURNEY

1996
The Finger Players was started as a Children’s 
Division of the then Practice Theatre Ensemble 
(now The Theatre Practice), specialising in 
traditional Chinese hand puppetry. Prior to 
that, Co-Founder Tan Beng Tian had spent 
18 months in Quanzhou City, Fujian Province, 
under the tutelage of renowned Traditional 
Chinese Hand Puppetry Master, Li Bofen.

1998

First English performance 
"Just a Hug... For The 
Trees", a production about 
the destruction of trees, 
slowly establishing itself as a 
bilingual theatre company. 

1999
The company left 
The Theatre Practice 
to establish itself as 
a separate entity, 
The Finger Players 
(TFP), and had its first 
international touring 
experience to Korea 

and Austria. 

2003

Was part of Kidsfest, 
a formal programme 

for children under the 
Singapore Arts Festival. 

2004

Start of a new era with Chong 
Tze Chien joining the company, 
and in order to  streamline 
operations, the company 
expanded to three branches 
(Reach Out!, Main Season and 
International) to better execute 
the various goals and objectives.

2010
The company organized 
the inaugural Community 
Festival 2010, cementing 
their desire to bring the 
arts to the community. 
Angels In Disguise was 
presented at the festival. 

2012

My Friend, A Japanese 
Soldier was first staged 
at Esplanade - Theatres 
on The Bay, under Feed 
Your Imagination, a 
series that offers primary 
and secondary school 
students arts programmes 
that advocate the value 
and importance of arts 
education. This also marks 
the start of our annual 
invitation to present at 
Esplanade's Feed Your 
Imagination series, for a 
9-year window. 

2020
Since its founding, the 
company has reached out 
to over 500,000 individuals 
in its outreach efforts.
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COMPANY
OUTREACH

practicing artists in 
our teaching pool

with more 
than 20

countries toured

over 30

annual outreach 
to schools and 
communities partners.

approx 
25,000

awards and recognitions30+

schools, community partners, family 
service centres, senior care centres, 

orphanages, centres for children and 
adults with additional needs, hospitals, 

prisons worked with

> 100

07



All bookings should be made at least one month before the date of performance/workshop. Any 
bookings made with less than one month's notice may be subjected to additional charges.

For more information, please contact admin@fingerplayers.com

ASSEMBLY
SHOWS
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My Friend, 
A Japanese Soldier 

A performance featuring elements 
of puppetry, My Friend, A Japanese 
Soldier is based on true stories 
collected from the National Archives 
of Singapore and is a powerful drama 
about survival and courage during 
times of war. The story is set in 
Singapore during World War II and 
revolves around an unlikely friendship 
between a Japanese soldier and a local 
boy, which raises suspicions amongst 
the locals.

My Friend, A Japanese Soldier will 
help students gain a greater awareness 
and understanding of the period 
when Singapore was under Japanese 
rule during World War II, learn to see 
things from various perspectives and 
foster empathy.

Digital Format 
Available: English 
subtitles provided. 

Includes digital 
resources. Live Q&A/
interactive puppetry 

intro session available 
(additional charge). 

Requirements: 
Stable Internet. 

Physical 
Performance: 

School Hall. 
Requirements: 

Microphone, PA 
system, Non-

obstructed raised 
stage (min. 5m by 

5m), Stage Lighting, 
2-3 Electrical Power 

Points.
Cast: 4 Performers + 

1 Sound Operator

This show teaches: 
Resilience, Integrity, Care and Harmony

15 MINS POST-SHOW TALK ABOUT PUPPETRY

In this 15 minutes post-performance talk/demo, professional puppeteer/facilitator will introduce 
the different kinds of puppets used in the performance. If time permits, students will be invited 
on stage to try their hands at manipulating the puppet. This enlightening and enriching talk will 
help students better appreciate the performance and puppetry.

30 Minutes English Suitable for ALL LVLS

LIVE Show + 15 mins Post-Show Talk: 
$1,500 + $200

Digital Programme + 15 mins Post-Show Talk: 
$800 to $1,600*

*Dependent on number of students/classes.

Digital Format Available 

21st Century Competencies

01 Resilience 

Leng, a primary school student, remains resilient and cheerful 
even as he is forced to learn Japanese, and experiences harsh 

living conditions during WWII. 

02 Integrity 

Shocked and horrified by the Japanese soldiers' treatment of 
the locals, Mamoru-san courageously raises his concerns to his 

general.

03 Care

Mamoru-San, concerned about Leng's sickness, gives him 
something valuable to sell at the black market, in order to 

obtain medicine.

04 Harmony

Leng's mother understands Mamoru's position and 
perspective. Upon leaving, Mamoru-San offers Leng a symbol 

of peace between Japan and Singapore - paper cranes.

Keep a lookout on
@fingerplayers for the trailer!
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The New Adventures 
of Selfish Giant  

Based on and inspired by the character 
created by Oscar Wilde, The New 
Adventures of Selfish Giant is a modern 
parable of cultural integration in 
Singapore.

The children of the world have a secret 
garden; they enjoy playing and living in 
this paradise. One day, another group 
of children discovers the secret garden 
and decides to make it their own. The 
differences between the two groups of 
children are apparent, leading to a clash 
between them over the rights to use the 
garden. 

Meanwhile, a selfish giant looms in the 
hinterland, threatening to drive the 
children away.

Panic ensues between the new and old 
inhabitants of the garden. Unable to see 
eye to eye even in the face of a common 
enemy, they risk losing the paradise that 
they call home.

Physical Performance: 
School Hall. Microphone/PA system

/Raised Stage (min. 5m by 5m), Spotlight 
/Fluorescent Lights on Stage, Electricity Points.

Cast: 
3 Performers + 1 Sound Operator

This show teaches: 
Community Bonding, Friendship and 

Social Integration, and instilling the 
importance of community and 

social integration in our everyday lives.

15 MINS POST-SHOW TALK ABOUT PUPPETRY

In this 15 minutes post-performance talk/demo, professional puppeteer/facilitator will introduce 
the different kinds of puppets used in the performance. If time permits, students will be invited 
on stage to try their hands at manipulating the puppet. This enlightening and enriching talk will 
help students better appreciate the performance and puppetry.

30 Minutes English Suitable for LOW PRI, UPP PRI

Show: 
$1,500

Show + 15 mins Post-Show Talk: 
$1,700

(GST not applicable)

21st Century Competencies

01 Care 

Upon seeing the silly old tree withering away due to its 
isolation, the children decide to sneak into the garden to save 

him. 

02 Respect

The Selfish Giant realises his prejudice against children was 
misguided, learning to see their intrinsic value and the beauty 

they bring to the world.

03 Harmony

The Selfish Giant - now no longer selfish, decides to knock 
down the wall he built, opening his garden to all the 

children in the world. 
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Angels in Disguise 
(A.I.D.)《天使到过人间》

Angels In Disguise (A.I.D) is a rod 
puppetry performance about the help 
we receive, the help we learn to ask 
for, and the help we pass on.

A little girl demonstrates emotional 
resilience, despite being teased about 
her appearance. A man finally learns 
to care and respect others, and an old 
lady living with dementia, shares her 
ease at living with this condition.

With a fairytale-like setting, this 
performance is a call-to-action, 
to believe in warmth that can be 
transmuted, in communities that can 
be bettered, even with the simplest of 
gestures.

Digital Format 
Available: English 
subtitles provided. 

Includes digital 
resources. Live Q&A/
Interactive puppetry 

intro session available 
(additional charge). 

Requirements: 
Stable Internet. 

Physical 
Performance: 

School Hall. 
Requirements: 

Microphone, PA 
system, Raised Stage 

(min. 5m by 5m), 
Spotlight/Fluorescent 

Lights on Stage, 
Electricity Points.

Cast: 3 Performers + 
1 Sound Operator 

Languages: 
Physical Show - English or Mandarin. 

Digital Programme - English.  Includes some 
Hokkien.

This show teaches: 
Harmony, Care, Respect, and Resilience

15 MINS POST-SHOW TALK ABOUT PUPPETRY

In this 15 minutes post-performance talk/demo, professional puppeteer/facilitator will introduce 
the different kinds of puppets used in the performance. If time permits, students will be invited 
on stage to try their hands at manipulating the puppet. This enlightening and enriching talk will 
help students better appreciate the performance and puppetry.

LIVE Show + 15 mins Post-Show Talk: 
$1,500 + $200

Digital Programme + 15 mins Post-Show Talk: 
$800 to $1,600*

*Dependent on number of students/classes.

30 Minutes English/Chinese  Suitable for ALL LVLS Digital Format Available 

21st Century Competencies

01 Harmony 

Ah Girl encounters Ah Ma, and the two characters forge an 
unlikely bond...through singing and dancing. 

02 Care

Ah Girl and Ah Ma comfort the distressed ATM man by singing 
him a song, showing him care and compassion, in spite of his 

previous unfriendly behavior.

03 Respect

Ah Girl and Ah Ma help the ATM man realise that his worth 
extends beyond the value of his material items, and he also 

learns to see the intrinsic worth of the people around him.

04 Resilience

Despite facing their own limitations and challenges, the three 
characters supported one another to overcome their obstacles, 

even extending their love to all the people around them.

Scan for trailer
[QR code]
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Homecoming 

Moon Baby and Moon Papa live in a 
galaxy not too far away from Earth, 
living a life simple and happy. 

One day, a Monster invades the galaxy. 
Amidst the chaos, Moon Baby was 
tossed out of the galaxy, landing on 
Earth. He finds an unlikely friend in 
a girl who has run away from home 
because she felt neglected by her 
parents. Will they find their way back 
home eventually?

Homecoming is a puppetry 
performance exploring what it means 
to call a place home.

Physical Performance:
School Hall. 

Requirements: 
Microphone/PA System/Raised Stage (min. 5m 
by 5m), Spotlight/Fluorescent Lights on Stage, 

Electricity Points.
Cast:

4 Actors + 1 Sound Operator

This show teaches: 
Responsibility, Resilience, and Care

15 MINS POST-SHOW TALK ABOUT PUPPETRY

In this 15 minutes post-performance talk/demo, professional puppeteer/facilitator will introduce 
the different kinds of puppets used in the performance. If time permits, students will be invited 
on stage to try their hands at manipulating the puppet. This enlightening and enriching talk will 
help students better appreciate the performance and puppetry.

Show: 
$1,500

Show + 15 mins Post-Show Talk: 
$1,700 

(GST not applicable)

《家在这里》
30 Minutes English/Chinese Suitable for ALL LVLS

21st Century Competencies

01 Responsilbility 

Upon learning of the devastating environmental impacts 
mankind has caused on Earth and beyond, the girl decides to 

venture into space and defeat the Trash Monster alongside 
Moon Baby. 

02 Resilience

Despite initially being greatly overpowered by the Trash 
Monster, the Girl and Moon Baby remain optimistic amidst the 

odds, and eventually emerge victorious. 

03 Care

The parents realise that material possessions cannot 
replace the love spending time with their daughter would 

provide, and the family reunites with a warm embrace. 
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All bookings should be made at least one month before the date of performance/workshop. Any 
bookings made with less than one month's notice may be subjected to additional charges.

For more information, please contact admin@fingerplayers.com

AEP
WORKSHOPS
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The history of puppetry dates back to the 17th 
century, and the company has vast amounts of 
experience creating performances and workshops 
based on traditional Chinese hand puppetry, rod 
puppetry, shadow puppetry and object puppetry. 

These introductory workshops are important 
foundation courses for all who are interested in 
puppetry.

INTRODUCTION 
TO PUPPETRY

AEP WORKSHOPS

Puppetry Lab – Introduction 
to the Art of Puppetry 

This is a 2-hour lecture inter-layered 
with demonstrations of puppets in 
which students will learn about the 
different kinds of puppets in this 
magical art. 

Besides basic manipulation of puppets, 
secrets and mechanisms of the puppets 
will be revealed and explained.

2 Hours English/Chinese Suitable for ALL LVLS 10 - 25 Pax

Venue: 
Auditorium/Dance Studio/Empty Classroom

No. of Instructors: 
1

Technical Requirements: 
1 long table/2 student desks

Digital Format Technical Requirements: 
English subtitles provided. Live Q&A/

Interactive puppetry intro session 
available (additional charge). 

Requirements: Stable Internet. 

Cost: 
$400/hr 

Total cost of programme:
$800 per workshop 

(GST not applicable)

Digital format available. 
Please email to enquire.

Digital Format Available
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This workshop series can be 
customised and adaptable according to 
the puppetry form, in alignment with 
the school's curriculum. 

Students will learn about one or 
more forms of puppetry, from basic 
manipulation, mechanisms and 
gadgets, to the history of puppetry.

Venue: 
Auditorium/Dance Studio/Empty Classroom

No. of Instructors: 
Depends on content of the 

customised workshop
Duration: 

Depends on content of the 
customised workshop session(s)

Technical Requirements: 
Empty classroom, tables and 

chairs for all participants 

Digital Format Technical Requirements: 
English subtitles provided. Live Q&A/

Interactive puppetry intro session 
available (additional charge). 

Requirements: Stable Internet. 

Cost per student: 
Depends on content of the customised 

workshop per hour

Total Cost of Programme:
$500 to $5,000 per workshop*

*Dependent on no. of hours, students and 
content of the customised workshop

Digital format available. 
Please email to enquire.

English/Chinese Digital Format Available Suitable for ALL LVLS

Puppetry Lab – Introduction to 
the Art of Puppetry (Customisable)

The Journey of the Artist is a programme that allows participants to follow the 
journey and process of the artist in a scaffolded manner. 

This programme is split into two parts:

1) A workshop 
centred around the 
work and craft of the 
artist, based off a 
chosen text.

2) Tickets to a 
professionally 
produced production 
that features the art 
form/the artist as the 
lead artist.

Through this programme, participants will 
get the opportunity to understand the artist’s 
process first, before entering a performance 
that he/she has created, allowing the 
participant to reflect and see how the process 
and the product eventually came together.

Schools who purchase this programme would 
also enjoy a 1-year free copyright waiver of 
a script* of their choice, solely meant for 
15-minute excerpt purposes. 

*Refer to Script Catalogue (pg. 30)

THE JOURNEY 
OF AN ARTIST

AEP WORKSHOPS
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In this workshop, participants will be 
introduced to the creative process 
of making a puppetry performance, 
through the perspective of a puppet 
maker.

As a starting point, participants will be 
guided to design characters along the 
theme of “The Generation before Me”. 
Using simple everyday objects, they 
will learn how to construct the puppets 
they have designed and eventually be 
able to manipulate their puppets to 
bring their characters to life.

Venue: 
Auditorium/Studio/Empty Classroom

No. of Instructors: 2
Technical Requirements: 

Enclosed space (Soundproofing preferred), 
White board and white board markers, 

Tables and chairs

Cost per student: 
$16/Student/Hr

Total Cost of Programme: 
$4,100 (10 hours)/ $4,700 (12 hours)

(GST not applicable)

1 Hour, 10 - 12 Sessions English/Chinese Suitable for LOW PRI - JC/CI/ITE

The Art of Puppetry – Puppet 
Design and Construction

SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• To provide students with an in-depth idea 
about Puppetry, through the lens of Puppet 
Design and Construction

• To apply their knowledge in physics, 
mathematics and art in the process of 
building a 3 – dimensional object from a 2 – 
dimensional drawing

• Be able to appreciate elements of the art 
form (including contemporary, multi- or 
cross-disciplinary forms, where relevant)

• Pursue creative and expressive capacities

• Develop an appreciation of the arts, in 
order to seed future engagement in the arts

In this workshop, puppetry will be 
introduced not only as an art form 
but as a training method to develop 
aspects of the actor’s craft – muscular 
awareness, creativity in embodiment, 
and developmental rigour.

 

Through the perspective of a 
puppeteer, participants will be able 
to gain an insight to the various 
techniques employed by a puppeteer, 
and how these techniques can be 
applied on stage to better support 
dialogue delivery, and theatrical 
blocking.

Venue: 
Studio/Empty Classroom

No. of Instructors: 1
Technical Requirements: 

Enclosed space (Soundproofing preferred), 
Space with mirror is preffered

Cost per student: 
$18/Student/Hr

Total Cost of Programme: 
$1,600

(Tickets to the production to be invoiced/
purchased separately) (GST not applicable)

6 Hours English/Chinese Suitable for LOW SEC - JC/CI/ITE 15 - 25 Pax

The Art of Puppetry – 
Puppetry in Performance

SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• To provide students with an in-depth idea 
about puppetry and the techniques required

• To widen students’ perspective of 
performance with the introduction of 
puppetry

• Develop aspects of the actor’s craft – 
muscular awareness, creativity in 
embodiment, and developmental rigour

• Be able to appreciate elements of the art 
form (including contemporary, multi- or 
cross- disciplinary forms, where relevant)

• Develop an appreciation of the arts, in 
order to seed future engagement in the arts
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Writing for puppetry is challenging as 
the narrative consists of interrelated 
threads woven from puppets and 
human, light and sound, movement 
and text. In this workshop, 
participants will get an industry 
insight to the writing techniques used 
when writing for puppetry. 

This workshop will be held with 
a supporting text, to deepen the 
student’s understanding of the 
workshop. A selected script will 
be sent to the school two weeks 
before the workshop commences for 
the students to be introduced to it 
beforehand.

Venue: 
Auditorium/Studio/Empty Classroom

No. of Instructors: 1
Technical Requirements: 

Enclosed space (Soundproofing preferred), 
White board and white board markers

Cost per student: 
$10/Student/Hr

Total Cost of Programme: 
$1,250 (3 hours)/ $1,500 (4 hours)

(GST not applicable)

SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• To provide students with an in-depth idea 
about playwriting, through the lens of 
Puppetry and vice versa

• Be able to appreciate elements of the art 
form (including contemporary, multi- or 
cross-disciplinary forms, where relevant)

• Pursue creative and expressive capacities

• Develop an appreciation of the arts, in 
order to seed future engagement in the arts

The Art of Puppetry – Writing 
for Puppetry (Introduction to Playwriting)

3 - 4 Hours, 1 Session English Suitable for LOW SEC - JC/CI/ITE Max. 40 Pax

All bookings should be made at least one month before the date of performance/workshop. Any 
bookings made with less than one month's notice may be subjected to additional charges.

Please enquire at admin@fingerplayers.com with the age group, programme objectives, desired 
timeframe and we will get in touch.

The Finger Players is made up of a core team 
of award-winning artists and managers with 
specialisations in the following skills:

Directing

  Playwriting

     Acting

   Puppetry

 Puppet-making

       Stage Management

Workshops/Mentorship 
Programmes can be 
customised according 
to your school's needs, 
and tailor-made to the 
age-group you have in 
mind. 

We have 20 years of 
experience in facilitating 
such programmes, and 
have worked with a 
huge range of schools 
and communities.

LET US CUSTOMISE 
A WORKSHOP 
FOR YOU!
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The Finger Players 

15th Anniversary is 

a Commemorative 

publication to celebrate 

The Finger Player's 1
5th 

anniversary.

Looking to expand your school’s literary collection?

The TFP 15th Anniversary box set features a 
collection of 10 books including 9 playscripts and 
1 introduction of the company. Each book contains 
transcripts, reviews and production stills of some 
of our most seminal performances throughout the 
years. 

The box set enriches the student’s learning and 
enables students to gain further insight into 
Singaporean theatre, as well as allow them access 
to material which they can then use in school 
performances or classes to further hone their 
performance and theatre-making skills. 

OUR PUBLISHED 
WORKS 01 Introductions

This book features everything you need 
to know about The Finger Players - an 
introduction and journey into exploring 
the wondrous and dramatic possibilities of 
puppetry and theatre. 

02 Furthest North, Deepest South
Furthest North, Deepest South tells the story 
of the eunuch Cheng Ho, and his tumultuous 
brotherly relationship with Emperor Zhu Di as 
well as his eventual mission to sail the world 
in search of new lands.

03 I’m Just A Piano Teacher
He is a piano teacher but he hates music. 
He lives with his family but he craves 
independence. He wants to be loved but 
he fears rejection. He wants to be a better 
person but he lacks drive and determination.

04 Twisted
Twisted, inspired by the book "The Tibetan 
Book of Living and Dying (西藏生死书)", tells 
the story of a man who keeps falling into the 
same hole in his entire lifetime. 

05 0501
Poet, dancer, visual artist, actress, puppeteer, 
set, installation, lighting and sound designers 
come together to create a multidisciplinary 
theatrical production as they lead audiences 
on a pilgrimage to rediscover their collective 
lost memories.

06 Cat, Lost And Found
The man, the cat, the usher, the hero, the 
wife, the dead mother, the angel, the driver, 
the passenger – nine lives and multiple 
vignettes make for the most unconventional 
love story. 

07 The Book Of Living And Dying 
Confronted with his mortality when he is 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, a transvestite 
tries to discover a meaning to his life, to 
the universe, and to rebuild a relationship 
with the only family he has left: his adopted 
daughter. 

08 Turn By Turn We Turn
Turn By Turn We Turn is a sweeping epic 
about the lives and fates of members in a 
traditional Chinese hand puppetry troupe 
from 1920s China to the present day. 

09 Roots
In the one-man show Roots, a man goes in 
search of his hometown in China with only the 
scantiest clues. 
 

10 Rant & Rave
Artists, past and present theatre reviewers 
and different personalities from the arts scene 
“convene” in discussions that retrace the 
seminal events in Singapore theatre from as 
far back as the 80s, re-enacting some of the 
most fiery dialogues about the arts in the last 
30 years.

29
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Interested to stage one of TFP’s plays?

Our repertoire explores a myriad of themes and stories that 

are both fun and educational. 

Our Main Season 
features the company’s 
annual offering of edgy 
and original works that 
adopt an interdisciplinary 
approach and pushes the 
envelope of puppetry, 
expanding the imagination 
of puppetry with puppetry 
at the core of its creation.

Our Outreach Season 
engages and informs 
the young and the old 
through the beauty of 
puppetry, reaching out 
to an average of 25,000 
students and members 
of the public annually, 
through performances 
and workshops with 
schools, communities and 
institutions.

Feel free to email us at admin@fingerplayers.com. We are more than happy to assist you in finding a play 
that suits your needs. Refer to the following page for our script catalogue, or head down to our official 
website https://fingerplayers.com/ for more information on our plays.

LOOKING TO STAGE
OUR
PLAYS?

THE FINGER PLAYERS 
SCRIPT CATALOGUE

2004  Furthest North Deepest South  
(English)
Furthest North, Deepest South tells the story 
of the eunuch Cheng Ho, and his tumultuous 
brotherly relationship with Emperor Zhu Di as 
well as his eventual mission to sail the world 
in search of new lands.

2005   Twisted  
(English)
Twisted, inspired by the book "The Tibetan 
Book of Living and Dying (西藏生死书)", tells 
the story of a man who keeps falling into the 
same hole in his entire lifetime. 

2006   First Family 
(English)
First Family parodies the patriotic tale of the 
female generals and campy 70s’ Hong Kong 
kung fu cinema.

2007   I’m Just A Piano Teacher 
(English)
He is a piano teacher but he hates music. 
He lives with his family but he craves 
independence. He wants to be loved but 
he fears rejection. He wants to be a better 
person but he lacks drive and determination.

2009   Poop 
(English)
The notion of death and reincarnation has 
fascinated mankind’s consciousness, religions 
and literature since time immemorial. Set 
against an all-too-familiar urban backdrop 
of fast food restaurants, underground trains, 
verdant pastures, and SBS buses, Poop 
chronicles the aftermath of a suicide.

2009   Cat, Lost and Found 
(English)
The man, the cat, the usher, the hero, the 
wife, the dead mother, the angel, the driver, 
the passenger – nine lives and multiple 
vignettes make for the most unconventional 
love story. 

2010  Angels In Disguise (A.I.D) 
(English/Mandarin, with some dialect)
A girl, a middle- aged man, and an elderly 
lady. Through overcoming mental and 
physical disabilities, the three characters lend 
a helping hand to the people around them, 
demonstrating confidence, compassion and 
teamwork.

2011 Turn By Turn We Turn 
(Mandarin, English translation available)
Turn By Turn We Turn is a sweeping epic 
about the lives and fates of members in a 
traditional Chinese hand puppetry troupe 
from 1920s China to the present day. 

2011 The New Adventures of Selfish  
 Giant 
(English)
The children of the world have a secret 
garden they enjoy playing in; one day, 
another group of children discovers the secret 
garden and decides to make it their own. 
“The New Adventures of Selfish Giant” is 
a modern parable of cultural integration in 
Singapore.
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2012 Roots 
(Mandarin, English translation available)
In the one-man show Roots, a man goes in 
search of his hometown in China with only the 
scantiest clues. 

2013 Journey To The West: Treasures  
 From The Dragon Palace 
(Mandarin, English translation available)
Adapted from a classical Chinese epic, 
Journey to the West: Treasures from the 
Dragon Palace is the story of Sun Wukong the 
Monkey King, his master Xuanzang, and his 
friend Pigsy.

2013 Citizen Pig 
(Mandarin, English translation available)
On this densely populated island, immigrants 
new and old and housing agents fight tooth 
and nail for a place to call their home. Two 
tenants share their rental woes, shedding 
light on house owners, realtors and their 
unscrupulous methods. 

2013 Tales of Filial Piety 
(Mandarin, English translation available)
Legend tells of 24 sons and daughters in 
ancient Chinese times who took parental 
respect  to exceptional extremes, even 
wrestling tigers and weeping to make plants 
grow for their parents. In this play, three of 
the top tales are adapted for the stage.

 

2013 Book of Living and Dying 
(English)
Confronted with his mortality when he is 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, a transvestite 
tries to discover a meaning to his life, to 
the universe, and to rebuild a relationship 
with the only family he has left: his adopted 
daughter. 

2014 My Friend, A Japanese Soldier 
(English)
A performance featuring elements of 
puppetry, My Friend, A Japanese Soldier 
is based on true stories collected from the 
National Archives of Singapore and is a 
powerful drama about survival and courage 
during times of war.

2014 Rant & Rave 
(English)
Artists, past and present theatre reviewers 
and different personalities from the arts scene 
“convene” in discussions that retrace the 
seminal events in Singapore theatre from as 
far back as the 80s, re-enacting some of the 
most fiery dialogues about the arts in the last 
30 years.

2015 Seed 
(English)
SEED is a work planted in the soil of this 
impossible ‘something’, growing out of 
abysmal grief to bear the bittersweet fruits of 
reconciliation. Disoriented by tragedy, each 
character is guided by the primal instinct to 
eat as they find each other to share a meal, 
and to find that life continues to grow in spite 
of the trauma of disaster.

SCRIPT CATALOGUE
2015 Love Is The Last Thing On My  
 Mind 
(English, Mandarin translation available)
Seen through the eyes of a little girl, Love is 
the Last Thing on my Mind is a heart-warming 
piece about the seemingly little transitions we 
face in our everyday lives, and the neglect we 
impose upon them.

2015 Samsui Women: One Brick At A  
 Time 
(English)
Based on the lives of the Samsui women in 
Singapore, this performance is a moving story 
about friendship and perseverance.

2016 Starring Hitler as Jekyll and  
 Hyde 
(English)
What if Hitler were Jekyll and Hyde? 
Borrowing characters and themes from literary 
classic – Jekyll and Hyde, the history of 
Jewish holocaust is retold in a new tale about 
Jekyll, a young painter by day, who turns into 
Hitler by night.

2016 Drums 
(English)
Drums is a bold and invigorating 
interpretation of the modern Noh (a form of 
theatre originating in the 14th century) classic, 
The Damask Drum, by Yukio Mishima. 

2016 Inheritance 
(English and Mandarin, with translation available)
Inheritance tells a tale about the love-hate 
relationship between two sisters and their 
mother. 

2018 Citizen Dog 
(Mandarin, English translation available)
Inspired by Liaozhai, Citizen Dog is an absurd 
tale of desire in all its nightmarish glory, a 
surreal dreamscape that reflects the problems 
of our real world. 

2018 Framed, By Adolf 
(English)
A seller peddles a great and undiscovered 
artwork allegedly painted by Adolf Hitler 
himself. Behind this art work lies a greater and 
incredible story about the seller’s Grandfather 
- a Jewish simpleton who was mistakenly tried 
as a Nazi war criminal for owning this Hitler 
painting.

2018 Homecoming 
(English/Mandarin, with some dialect)
Moon Baby and Moon Papa live in a Galaxy 
not too far from Earth. One day, a monster 
invades and starts to wreak havoc. Amidst the 
chaos, Moon Baby is tossed out of the Galaxy. 
He lands on Earth and befriends a girl who 
left home because she felt neglected by her 
parents.
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Oliver Chong     Core Team Member

The most recent winner of Best Actor at The Straits Times Life! Theatre Awards 
2020 for A Fiend’s Diary, Oliver Chong is a multi-award winning and published 
playwright, director, actor and designer. Some of his memorable works 
include A Fiend’s Diary, Roots, I’m Just A Piano Teacher, Cat, Lost & Found, 
The Book of Living and Dying, Citizen Pig and Citizen Dog. His numerous 
nominations at The Straits Times Life! Theatre Awards include Production 
of the Year and Best Director for I’m Just a Piano Teacher, Production of the 
Year for Off Centre, Best Director and Best Script for Citizen Pig, Best Actor 
for Roots, Invisibility/Breathing and Art, Best Supporting Actor for Itsy, the 
musical, Flare, Best Ensemble for Senang, Shit Hole, First Family, Rashomon, 
and A Cage Goes in Search of a Bird respectively, and Best Set Design for 
Twisted, Citizen Dog and A Fiend’s Diary.

Oliver was the Resident Director of THE FINGER PLAYERS (2004 – 2018), 
currently a core member of the company and also the founding member of 
A GROUP OF PEOPLE (2008 – 2012). He is the founder and Artistic Director 
of ODDDCROP Theatrical Productions (2019 – present). His published works 
include Roots, I’m Just A Piano Teacher and Cat, Lost & Found.

Daniel Sim     Core Team Member

Daniel is interested in objects in performance and the potential of their 
material and theatrical presence. He has designed, coordinated and/or 
made gadgets, puppets and props for shows such as Urinetown The Musical 
(2019), The Great Wall: One Woman’s Journey (2017), ITSY – The Musical 
(2017), The Flying Dutchman (2016) and The Spirits Play (2015). He also 
builds and has helped to create spaces for shows like Flowers (2019), Both 
Sides, Now: Closer (2018), MISSING (2018) and First Family (2017).

Daniel is a member of The Finger Players (TFP) Core Team. He also helms 
a TFP pilot programme, The Maker’s Lab, that focuses on research and 
development of puppet-building. He graduated from National University of 
Singapore with a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Studies.

ABOUT THE 
TFP CORE TEAM

Chong Tze Chien     Core Team Member

Tze Chien is a core team member of The Finger Players and an award 
winning playwright/director. For his contributions to Singapore Theatre, he 
was awarded the Young Artist Award by Singapore’s National Arts Council 
in 2006.

On the national level, Tze Chien was the Creative Director of Singapore 
Pools’ float and performance in Chingay 2007 and 2008, Co-conceptualist 
and Writer for NDP 2016, Creative Director of Island Adventures for National 
Museum of Singapore’s Children’s Season 2012, Artistic Director of The Arts 
House’s 10th Anniversary in 2014, and the Co-curator of The Studios: Fifty, 
a festival of 50 iconic Singapore Plays presented by the Esplanade in 2015.

As an arts educator, Tze Chien has been conducting workshops and 
masterclasses for tertiary institutions and schools in Singapore since 2001. 
He has taught in NUS, Lasalle College of the Arts and NTU/NIE to name 
a few. He was a Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) Arts Presentation (Drama) 
Adjudicator for five years, and the Creative Director of SYF Concert 2019. 
He currently sits on the Curriculum Development Assessment Committee in 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts.

Lam Dan Fong     Core Team Member

Dan Fong was part of the pioneer batch of ARTivate, the youth wing of 
Drama Box Ltd. After graduating from the School of Accountancy at Nanyang 
Technological University, she worked as an auditor at Ernst & Young for a year 
before joining The Finger Players as a full-time Production Manager (2014 – 
2018). She is currently a freelancer and a Core Member of The Finger Players.

Ong Kian Sin     Co-Founder & Core Team Member

Kian Sin is co-founder of The Finger Players. He often designs and constructs 
puppets. His puppet creations were seen in Furthest North, Deepest South, 
First Family, Wong Kar Wai Dreams, Twisted, Flare and suitCASES. In 2007, 
he staged 0501, a site-specific production that won two technical awards 
(Set and Sound Design) at the 8th Straits Times Life! Theatre Awards, as well 
as a President’s Design Award. His subsequent directorial works include Let 
Dreams Fly, Twisted, Whispers (Huayi Festival) and The Musical Canvas (Ding 
Yi/Esplanade FYI). Some performing credits include: The Book of Living and 
Dying, Turn by Turn We Turn, Senang (Drama Box) and One Metre Square: 
Voices from Sungei Road (Wild Rice).
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Ellison Tan Yuyang     Co-Artistic Director & Core Team Member

Ellison Tan Yuyang graduated from the National University of Singapore with 
a major in Theatre Studies. She has trained with ECNAD, Cake Theatrical 
Productions, The Finger Players and Nine Years Theatre. She is an actor, 
writer and theatre-maker.

Notable performances include: I Am Trying To Say Something True ( Esplanade 
Studios), Art Studio (Nine Years Theatre), Café (Twenty-something Theatre 
Festival), Manifesto (The Necessary Stage and Drama Box), Off Centre 
(The Finger Players (2015) and The Necessary Stage(2019)), and Temple 
Reconstructed (Cake Theatrical Productions). Playwriting works include: We 
Were So Hopeful Then (The Necessary Stage’s The Orange Production), 
The Dragon’s Dentist (Esplanade’s PLAYtime!) and Inheritance (The Finger 
Players).

In 2015, Ellison was accepted into the Next Generation Program in Tokyo, a 
three-year program that aims to grow emerging artists specifically in the field 
of Theatre for Young Audiences. She is the co-founder of The Wanderlings – 
the collective that created Singapore’s first baby theatre production. 

Myra Loke     Co-Artistic Director & Core Team Member

Myra Loke is a puppeteer, actor, educator, designer and theatre-maker. She 
started her journey in Singapore’s theatre 13 years ago when she co-created 
and participated in ARTivate (Pioneer Batch), a youth wing of Drama Box Ltd.

Now, Myra is a member of the artistic core team of The Finger Players. She 
has since performed in Framed, By Adolf, The Spirits Play, ITSY- The Musical, 
The Flying Dutchman, Turn by Turn We Turn and several others. Myra also 
works very closely with The Finger Players as a props-maker and puppet 
designer.

In 2017, Myra co-created You Can Reach The Sky, Singapore’s first immersive 
theatrical experience for babies. In 2018, Myra co-founded an arts collective, 
The Wanderlings, where she continues her work in engaging young people 
and people with special needs.

 

MAIN SEASON

The company’s annual 
offering of edgy and 
original works, that 
adopts an interdisciplinary 
approach and

i)  pushes the envelope of 
puppetry,
ii) expands the 
imagination of puppetry,
iii)  with puppetry at the 
core of its creation.
 

INTERNATIONAL SEASON

The company is one of 
Singapore’s most prolific 
international touring 
companies, and has 
actively been touring its 
productions since 2000, 
promoting Singapore’s 
brand of puppetry 
internationally.

OUTREACH SEASON

Using puppetry, the 
company reaches out 
to an average of 25,000 
students and members 
of the public annually, 
through performances 
and workshops with 
schools, communities and 
institutions.  

 

The Finger Players is a non-profit organization with Institution of Public Character (IPC) status, a recipient 
of the National Arts Council’s Major Grant for the period from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2023, and a 
member of the Singapore Chinese Language Theatre Alliance.

The Finger Players is Singapore’s leading theatre company, best known 
for inventively fusing puppetry elements into its visually-arresting 
productions, and its strong advocacy of puppetry.

 

Founded in 1999, The Finger Players strives to be a centre of research 
and development for the creation and performance of puppetry in 
Singapore.

 

In 2019, The Finger Players became the first arts collective in Singapore 
to operate on a rotating artistic director model, with each Artistic Director 
helming the fort for a stipulated tenure. The Artistic Director is supported 
by a team of core members who are integral to The Finger Players since 
its inception. 

The company currently operates three branches:
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Breathing Life,
Imagining Worlds

+65 6738 6061 fingerplayers.com @Fingerplayers @fingerplayers


